
CHICAGO POLICE DET. GUEVARA FACT SHEET 
Disgraced Chicago Police Department detective Reynaldo Guevara is accused of framing 
more than 70 people for murder in the Humboldt Park neighborhood in Chicago.1  
 Guevara was active in the Chicago Police Department (CPD) from 1976 until his retirement in 2005. 
 As of today, at least 39 men and women framed for murder by Guevara have had their convictions 

thrown out.  
 In total, Guevara’s victims served more than 850 years in prison for crimes they did not commit.  

The City of Chicago has long had notice of Guevara’s misconduct but has done nothing. 
 Humboldt Park residents for years made public that Guevara had obtained convictions by torturing 

suspects and witnesses, fabricating evidence, taking and paying bribes, manipulating eyewitnesses, 
falsifying police reports, suppressing evidence, and committing perjury.2  

 30 formal complaints were filed to the city during and after Guevara’s tenure as an officer and detective 
detailing similar allegations of torture and misconduct. 

 In court proceedings, Guevara has pleaded his Fifth Amendment right not to incriminate himself on 
multiple occasions in response to questions about his work with CPD.3  

 The City and CPD never disciplined Guevara for any of his misconduct.  
 Guevara continues to collect more than $80,000 a year from his City police pension.4  

Local, state, and federal officials have widely recognized Guevara’s corruption. 
 A 2001 FBI transcript documents an FBI informant explaining, “GUEVARA’s ‘policy’ was to catch a 

person with drugs or guns, but let them buy their way out of trouble. [...] GUEVARA accepted bribes to 
change positive or negative identifications during line-ups for murder cases.”5   

 In 2013, the City of Chicago hired the global law firm Sidley Austin to investigate claims of Guevara’s 
corruption. A $1.9 million taxpayer-funded investigation concluded that Guevara had likely framed 
innocent people.6  

 In 2017, Cook County Judge James Obbish found that Guevara had told “bald face lies” during court 
testimony and had “eliminated any possibility of being considered a credible witness in any 
proceeding.”  

 In 2022, Cook County State’s Attorney said, “Even in cases where we still have questions about guilt, 
where we are not affirming actual innocence, the taint of detective Guevara is such that we cannot 
stand behind them any further.”7  

 In 2022, the Illinois Appellate Court called Defendant Guevara “a malignant blight on the Chicago 
Police Department and the judicial system.”8 

The City defends Guevara’s misconduct in court, denying victims justice and wasting tens of 
millions of taxpayer dollars 
 The City’s staunch defense of Guevara’s misconduct in court has cost Chicago taxpayers more than 

$76 million in jury verdicts,9 settlements,10 and payments to private law firms that defend Guevara.11  
 To date, Chicago has paid over $23 million to outside law firms to defend Guevara in civil lawsuits. 
 Today, Chicago spends more than $300,000 each month on outside lawyers to defend Guevara in 

lawsuits.12 
 The City’s spare-no-expense strategy of defending Guevara delays and denies justice for the families 

and communities that Guevara victimized.13  
 In addition, the City’s strategy is poor risk management. A 2022 analysis by the Chicago Inspector 

General slammed the City’s failed promise to implement a risk management system to rein in costs 
stemming from legal claims against CPD and its officers.14 

 Municipal finances are strained when taxpayer money is wasted fighting cases of extreme police 
misconduct. Wrongful conviction cases already have cost the City of Chicago’s taxpayers hundreds of 
millions of dollars.15  

 The City can pay $500+ million fighting Guevara cases at all costs in court, or it can compensate 
Guevara’s victims, recognize the harm caused, and save hundreds of millions in taxpayer money by 
doing so.16 
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